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The purpose of the Grading Policy is to provide a fun and competitive competition for CDNA teams 
of all ages, skills and experience, through the provision of a clear and transparent framework in 
which teams are graded into appropriate sections. 
 
All grading of teams will follow the protocols within the CDNA Grading Policy. 
 
Objectives 
To enable the delivery of competitions which are: 

• Strong 

• Fair and equitable 

• As competitive as possible 

• Evenly based on age, experience and skills 

• Challenging stronger, successful teams 

• Supporting participation and on-going skill development 
 
Grading Committee 
The Grading Committee will be appointed by the CDNA Committee and will: 

• Comprise a minimum of three people 

• Represent different clubs / entity teams 

• Conduct all grading maintaining strict confidentiality  
 
Proposed sections 

• CDNA aim to provide the following sections: 
- 9/U Mixed 
- 11/U Mixed 
- 13/U Mixed 
- 15/U Female 
- 18/U Female 
- 18/U Mixed 
- Open Female 

• Section provision will be dependent on the number of team entries.  

• CDNA may need to create more sections, less sections or combined sections based on 
necessity or demand 

 
Size of sections 

• The size of each section is dependant on the number of teams graded into each one 

• Where possible, sections will be made up of even numbers to avoid a bye 

• Sections will comprise a minimum of four teams 

• Where possible, CDNA will attempt to limit the number of teams from one club in each 
section 
 

Team Submission 

• All teams must be submitted online by the required date 
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• All teams must nominate their preferred section and may specify information supporting 
that preference  

• All teams are encouraged to provide as much accurate information as possible to assist with 
the effective placement of teams 

• All team submissions must contain a contact phone number of a person within the club / 
team that can be contacted during the grading process and that can provide further 
information if needed 

• Any significant changes to teams after grading has been completed must be communicated 
to the Grading Committee immediately 

• All requests will be considered by the Grading Committee 
 
Grading Process 
 

1. Team Nominations 

• Each nominating team will be viewed on paper and discussed, based initially on the section 
that has been requested and any supporting information 

• Player ages and names will be viewed and made known 

• A team that has retained at least five players from the previous season will be deemed as 
retaining its original identity 

 
2. Previous Performance 

• Teams that have won the Grand Final in the previous season may be graded higher 

• Teams that have finished the previous season on the bottom of the ladder may be graded 
lower 

• Previous ladder positions will be viewed and taken into consideration, including: 
- Win / loss ratio 
- Premiership points 
- Goals for / against ratio and percentage 

• Previous matches will be discussed and considered, including scores, opponents played and 
comparisons with opposing teams 

• Newly formed teams are encouraged to provide as much information about previous 
performance as possible when registering in order to assist the Grading Committee 

 
3. Team Composition 

• Team composition, age and skill level will also be reviewed and considered 
 
 
 
 

4. Other Considerations 

• CDNA have a maximum of 30 fixture slots available on a Friday night (10 courts x 3 time slots 
= 30 games / 60 teams)  

• CDNA have a maximum of 70 fixture slots available on a Saturday (10 courts x 7 time slots = 
70 games / 140 teams)  
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• Size of sections (see relevant section above) is also taken into consideration 

• Where possible, CDNA will assemble sections to avoid playing over split time slots 

• Where there is a team or team in the top section of an age division who are consistently 
proving to be far stronger than all other teams in that allocated section, the Grading 
Committee may find cause to elevate them into a higher age division than their own.  
 

5. Further information 

• If further information or clarification is needed about any teams or individuals, CDNA may 
contact clubs or teams to discuss 

 
All divisions will be made available online as soon as possible and practical after grading has been 
completed. 
 
All decisions made by the Grading Committee are final 
 
Re-Grading Process 
All teams will play 3-4 grading matches before re-grading commences. 

- All grading rounds will be kept offline deliberately so only CDNA can view results and 
ladders 

- No premiership points will be accrued during grading rounds 
 
All re-grading will utilise the Grading Policy guidelines. 

• The CDNA Grading Committee may observe, review and take notes on grading matches 

• Clubs and single entity team should submit re-grading requests via the comments section in 

Netball Connect.  

 
All clubs and single entity teams will be notified of any changes via email by CDNA as soon as 
possible and practical after re-grading has been completed. All divisions will be made available 
online as soon as the changes have been communicated. 
 
All decisions made by the Grading Committee are final 
 
 
 
 
Appeals 

• Clubs and single entity teams may appeal a grading decision within 48 hours of them being 
released  

• All appeals must be submitted in writing to the CDNA Netball Operations Manager 

• All appeals will only be accepted through the proper channels. These must come through 
club delegates only 

• All appeals will be considered by the Grading Committee 

• All decisions made by the Grading Committee are final 
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Policy Review 
This policy will be reviewed on an annual basis by CDNA 


